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government and exiled the pro-Nasserist officers in the Arab
Legion. Meanwhile, anticipating the need for U.S, help, he pub-
licly denounced international communism and its followers and
charged that they were responsible for the crisis. President Eisen-
hower responded by announcing on 24 April 1957 that the United
States regarded "the independence and integrity" of Jordan as
"vital", and the next day the U.S. Sixth Fleet — including the air-
craft carrier Forrestal and 1,800 marines — were dispatched to the
Eastern Mediterranean ostensibly for the purpose of evacuating
American citizens in case of need.7 What the United States failed
to explain was why a whole "armada" (the Sixth Fleet) was con-
sidered necessary to accomplish so simple a task and why this
particular occasion was chosen to put over 1,000 marines ashore
at Beirut in Lebanon. The real reason for the naval maneuvers
were, however, obvious. The United States wanted to make it
clear to King Hussein's enemies who were being bolstered by
Soviet aid, that she stood ready to intervene as a last resort, if
the King should be unable to deal with the crisis. It might be
noted, however, that this action in support of King Hussein did
not come within the scope of the Eisenhower Doctrine since no
"aggression" by any communist state had been committed against
Jordan. .
Fortunately, King Hussein was able to retain control of his
kingdom without American assistance. He weeded out the pro-
Soviet elements, dissolved political parties and installed a cabinet
of unquestioned loyalty. Thereupon, the United States quickly
granted Jordan "without any strings** a sum of $10 million to help
the country's economic development and its political stability,8
This amount was not appropriated pursuant to the Eisenhower
Doctrine, for in that case it would have been impossible for Hus-
sein to accept the money since it would have implied submission
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